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BUDGET OF THE UNITED STATES 

GOVERNMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2010—MESSAGE FROM THE PRESI-
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
(H. DOC. NO. 111–3) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations 
and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

I have the honor to transmit to you 
the Budget of the United States Govern-
ment for Fiscal Year 2010. 

In my February 26th budget over-
view, A New Era of Responsibility: Re-
newing America’s Promise, I provided a 
broad outline of how our Nation came 
to this moment of economic, financial, 
and fiscal crisis; and how my Adminis-
tration plans to move this economy 
from recession to recovery and lay a 
new foundation for long-term economic 
growth and prosperity. This Budget 
fills out this picture by providing full 
programmatic details and proposing 
appropriations language and other re-
quired information for the Congress to 
put these plans fully into effect. 

Specifically, this Budget details the 
pillars of the stable and broad eco-
nomic growth we seek: making long 
overdue investments and reforms in 
education so that every child can com-
pete in the global economy, under-
taking health care reform so that we 
can control costs while boosting cov-
erage and quality, and investing in re-
newable sources of energy so that we 
can reduce our dependence on foreign 
oil and become the world leader in the 
new clean energy economy. 

Fiscal discipline is another critical 
pillar in this economic foundation. My 
Administration came into office facing 
a budget deficit of $1.3 trillion for this 
year alone, and the cost of confronting 
the recession and financial crisis has 
been high. While these are extraor-
dinary times that have demanded ex-
traordinary responses, it is impossible 
to put our Nation on a course for long- 
term growth without beginning to rein 
in unsustainable deficits and debt. We 
no longer can afford to tolerate invest-
ments in programs that are outdated, 
duplicative, ineffective, or wasteful. 

That is why the Budget I am sending 
to you includes a separate volume of 
terminations, reductions, and savings 
that my Administration has identified 
since we sent the budget overview to 
you 10 weeks ago. In it, we identify 
programs that do not accomplish the 
goals set for them, do not do so effi-
ciently, or do a job already done by an-
other initiative. Overall, we have tar-
geted more than 100 programs that 
should be ended or substantially 
changed, moves that will save nearly 
$17 billion next year alone. 

These efforts are just the next phase 
of a larger and longer effort needed to 
change how Washington does business 
and put our fiscal house in order. To 

that end, the Budget includes billions 
of dollars in savings from steps ranging 
from ending subsidies for big oil and 
gas companies, to eliminating entitle-
ments to banks and lenders making 
student loans. It provides an historic 
down payment on health care reform, 
the key to our long-term fiscal future, 
and was constructed without com-
monly used budget gimmicks that, for 
instance, hide the true costs of war and 
natural disasters. Even with these 
costs on the books, the Budget will cut 
the deficit in half by the end of my 
first term, and we will bring non-de-
fense discretionary spending to its low-
est level as a share of GDP since 1962. 

Finally, in order to keep America 
strong and secure, the Budget includes 
critical investments in rebuilding our 
military, securing our homeland, and 
expanding our diplomatic efforts be-
cause we need to use all elements of 
our power to provide for our national 
security. We are not only proposing 
significant funding for our national se-
curity, but also being careful with 
those investments by, for instance, re-
forming defense contracting so that we 
are using our defense dollars to their 
maximum effect. 

I have little doubt that there will be 
various interests—vocal and powerful— 
who will oppose different aspects of 
this Budget. Change is never easy. 
However, I believe that after an era of 
profound irresponsibility, Americans 
are ready to embrace the shared re-
sponsibilities we have to each other 
and to generations to come. They want 
to put old arguments and the divisions 
of the past behind us, put problem-solv-
ing ahead of point-scoring, and recon-
struct an economy that is built on a 
solid new foundation. If we do that, 
America once again will teem with new 
industry and commerce, hum with the 
energy of new discoveries and inven-
tions, and be a place where anyone 
with a good idea and the will to work 
can live their dreams. 

I am gratified and encouraged by the 
support I have received from the Con-
gress thus far, and I look forward to 
working with you in the weeks ahead 
as we put these plans into practice and 
make this vision of America a reality. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 7, 2009. 

f 

JASON’S LAW 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. As I have previously 
stated on this House floor, tragically, 
on March 5, 2009, one of Schoharie 
County’s citizens from my district, 
Jason Rivenburg, pulled his truck into 
an abandoned gas station frequently 
used by truckers in South Carolina as 
a rest stop, and was then and there vio-
lently and senselessly shot and mur-
dered, robbed of a meager $7. 

At the time of his death, Jason was a 
mere 12 miles from the destination 

that he was to arrive at, but was un-
able to make his delivery because he 
was too early. 

Jason Rivenburg was 35 years old, 
leaving his wife Hope and son Josh be-
hind. They had just moved into a new 
home. As if that stress was not enough, 
shortly after his death, Jason’s widow 
delivered two healthy twins—a boy 
named Hezekiah, after his grandfather, 
and a girl named Logan. 

Rivenburg’s death sparked outrage 
and an outpouring of support for the 
family across our country. Truckers 
and family members are demanding 
that the government do more to pro-
tect truckers who risk their lives fol-
lowing rules that require that they pull 
over and rest after a certain amount of 
driving time. 

There are few resources telling truck 
drivers, who are often unfamiliar with 
the local area, where a safe place to 
rest might be. Moreover, there are few 
safe places to rest in the first place. 

Mr. Speaker, we must do more to 
support these incredibly important 
men and women. That is why trade 
groups such as the American Truckers 
Association, the Owner-Operator Inde-
pendent Drivers Association, the Com-
mercial Vehicle Safety Alliance, and 
the American Moving and Storage As-
sociation, and so many more, support 
H.R. 2156, Jason’s Law. 

Moving freight and goods is essential 
to keeping this country and our econ-
omy progressive. We must ensure that 
we move on H.R. 2156, Jason’s Law, and 
support this measure by honoring a 
great man. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF JEWISH AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 
(Ms. GIFFORDS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GIFFORDS. I’m honored today to 
be here to celebrate May as National 
Jewish American Heritage Month. A 
little history lesson: in 1654, 23 Jewish 
refugees traveled from Brazil to 
present-day New York and founded the 
first Jewish communal settlement in 
North America. It really wasn’t until 
100 years earlier that the Spanish In-
quisition descended upon the inhab-
itants of New Spain, where Jews de-
cided to flee to Arizona, New Mexico, 
and Texas, and that really marked the 
beginning of a rich heritage of Jews in 
the Southwest. 

The Jewish community in southern 
Arizona today is strong and vibrant 
and we have a tremendous amount of 
history. During Arizona’s territorial 
years, Henry Lesinsky, a Jewish immi-
grant from Europe, immigrated to 
southern Arizona and spearheaded the 
copper mining business in southern Ar-
izona, and really, Bisbee of today is a 
legacy of his. Another pioneer, Isadore 
Solomon, a Jewish banker, founded 
Valley National Bank, which today is 
known as BankOne. 

This week we are also recognizing 
the 61st anniversary of the State of 
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Israel. In my trips to Israel, I have had 
a chance to witness the resiliency and 
resolve of its citizens. 

So I’m proud, Mr. Speaker, to join 
with Jews of the Southwest to cele-
brate our heritage around the world, as 
well as to recognize Israel’s 61st anni-
versary. 

f 

NATIONAL TEACHER DAY 

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Today, I rise 
in recognition of the National Edu-
cation Association’s National Teacher 
Day. Few professionals touch as many 
lives as teachers do. They provide us 
with the knowledge and skills we need 
to succeed in life, and their dedication 
deserves national recognition. 

That is why I have introduced legis-
lation again this year calling for the 
establishment of an officially recog-
nized National Teacher Day. 

The education of our children is crit-
ical to the future success of our coun-
try, and despite limited compensation 
and increasingly high expectation, our 
teachers rise to the challenge each and 
every day. 

Teachers are a critical component to 
increasing our global competitiveness 
and once again establishing our coun-
try as a world leader in science, math, 
and other fields. 

My mother was a public school teach-
er, and I know the hard work that she 
put in to ensure that every one of her 
students was prepared to success in the 
classroom and in life. 

To all the teachers of south Florida 
and across the country, thank you. 

f 

b 1615 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes. 

f 

JEWISH AMERICAN HERITAGE 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to commemorate the 
fourth annual Jewish American Herit-
age Month, which takes place in com-
munities across the country each May. 

Jewish American Heritage Month 
promotes awareness of the contribu-
tions American Jews have made to the 
fabric of American life, from tech-
nology and literature to entertain-
ment, politics, and medicine. 

As we are all well aware, the founda-
tion of our country is built upon the 
strengths of our unique cultures and 
backgrounds. Yet, while our diversity 

is America’s strength, ignorance and 
intolerance about the culture, tradi-
tions, and accomplishments of the Jew-
ish people are still prevalent. Jews 
make up only 2 percent of our Nation’s 
population, and, therefore, most Amer-
icans have had few interactions with 
Jews and our traditions. 

I personally experienced this lack of 
knowledge when I was a student in the 
dorms at the University of Florida. 
While at school, a fellow student no-
ticed my name and said, ‘‘Wow, you’re 
Jewish? I’ve seen pictures, but I’ve 
never met a real one.’’ 

Now, this girl did not mean any 
harm, but the limited understanding of 
the Jewish people and our historical 
role in the Nation’s development leads 
to ignorance, which contributes to 
stereotypes and prejudices. 

According to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s most recent Hate 
Crimes Statistics report, 68.4 percent of 
criminal incidents motivated by reli-
gious bias stemmed from anti-Jewish 
prejudice. Additionally, due to a lack 
of understanding, some Americans per-
ceive Judaism as only a religion, when, 
in reality, Judaism is a religion, a rich 
tradition, and a culture that dates 
back 4,000 years. Mr. Speaker, this is 
why communities across the country 
have come together to celebrate Jewish 
American Heritage Month. 

A few years ago, the Jewish commu-
nity in South Florida approached me 
with the idea to honor the contribu-
tions of American Jews with a des-
ignated month each year. As the con-
cept gained momentum, 250 of my col-
leagues joined me as original cospon-
sors of a resolution urging the Presi-
dent to issue a proclamation for this 
month. Senator ARLEN SPECTER led the 
effort in the Senate, and together the 
House and Senate unanimously passed 
a resolution supporting the creation of 
Jewish American Heritage Month. In 
May of 2006, we celebrated this impor-
tant occasion for the first time and 
have been celebrating each May since 
then. 

Now, the month of May introduces 
Jewish culture to the entire country 
and dispels harmful prejudices. Like 
Black History Month and Women’s His-
tory Month, Jewish American Heritage 
Month recognizes the abundance of 
contributions American Jews have 
made to the United States over the last 
353 years. It is my hope that by pro-
viding the framework for the discus-
sion of Jewish culture and contribu-
tions to our Nation, we will be able to 
reduce the ignorance that ultimately 
leads to anti-Semitism. 

One way Jewish American Heritage 
Month counters these prejudices is by 
providing educators the opportunity to 
include American Jews in discussions 
of history, as well as highlighting the 
leadership of members of the Jewish 
community in significant historical 
events. 

For example, it might surprise many 
to learn that it was an American Jew, 
Irving Berlin, who wrote the lyrics to 

the song, ‘‘God Bless America.’’ Even 
the very foundations of our country 
were impacted by Jews. Haym 
Salomon, a Jewish man, was one of the 
largest financiers of the American Rev-
olution War. And Rabbi Joachim Prinz 
was a passionate civil rights activist, 
appearing on the podium just moments 
before Dr. Martin Luther King deliv-
ered his ‘‘I Have a Dream’’ speech. And 
the list goes on. 

This year’s Jewish American Herit-
age Month has been packed with pro-
grams celebrating the contributions of 
American Jewry to our countries with 
movies, cultural exhibitions, speakers, 
and innovative educational curricula. 
Right here in Washington, the United 
Jewish Communities and the Jewish 
Historical Society of Greater Wash-
ington will be hosting a reception for 
Members of Congress and members of 
the Jewish community. J Street will 
also be hosting a reception to celebrate 
May as Jewish American Heritage 
Month with Members of Congress, their 
staff, and the Jewish community. 

But that is not all. The Library of 
Congress and the National Archives 
and Records Administration will be 
hosting lectures, exhibits, and discus-
sions about Jewish contributions to 
America. In my home State of Florida, 
there will be a celebration of Jewish 
contributions to the civil rights move-
ment, and the major league Florida 
Marlins baseball team will host a Jew-
ish Heritage game, with kosher food 
and Jewish music in between innings. 
Cincinnati will be hosting lectures, in-
cluding one on President Lincoln’s 
solid relationship with American Jews. 
And Wyoming will host a festival cele-
brating Jewish food, and we all know 
how much we love food! Events are also 
scheduled to occur in New York, Cali-
fornia, Texas, and other States around 
the country. 

Mr. Speaker, we have come a long 
way in recent years to promote appre-
ciation for the multicultural fabric of 
the United States of America. It is our 
responsibility to continue this edu-
cation. 

If we, as a Nation, are to prepare our 
children for the challenges that lie 
ahead, then teaching diversity is a fun-
damental part of that promise. To-
gether, we can help achieve this goal of 
understanding with the celebration of 
Jewish American Heritage Month. 

I thank my colleagues for their sup-
port, and call on all Americans to ob-
serve this special month by celebrating 
the many contributions of Jewish cul-
ture throughout our Nation’s history. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SUDAN NETTES 
GIRLS BASKETBALL 2009 STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. NEUGEBAUER) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I 
am proud to rise today to congratulate 
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